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A set of more than 60 water and algae samples were collected between two expeditions in 
2016 and 2017 from streams and lakes leading from the Mount Everest base camp to 
Sagarmatha National Park (SNP), Nepal. Among other diatoms, these samples include a 
recently proposed new Lindavia species described from Gokyo Cho, a lake near Mount 
Everest in the Himalayan Mountain Range. Here we present a more complete assessment 
of the diatoms observed in samples from these expeditions and explore the potential for 
human activity as vectors for the distribution in this unique high-elevation ecosystem. 
 


